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Agglutination: the clumping of blood cells due to 
the introduction of an anti-serum

Arch pattern: the ridges of the fingerprint that enter 
from one side, make a rise in the center and exit on 
the opposite side of the print, having the appearance 
of a capital letter “A”

Arrangement: in handwriting, how the letters and 
words are placed on the page, including spacing and 
alignment

Blood: the liquid flowing through the circulatory 
system, bringing oxygen to the body

Blood type: the type of blood found in people 
determined by the A-B-O system which looks at  
A, B and O proteins, as well as Rh proteins in blood

Body Language: how a suspect holds herself during 
an interview 

Canines: the teeth located on either side of the 
incisors; they look like “fangs” on both the top and 
bottom of your jaw

Chemical indicator: a chemical that changes color 
showing the presence of some unknown material

Chromatogram: the pattern of separated 
components of a chemical

Chromatography: the process of separating a 
chemical into its components

Circumstantial: evidence that connects a person to 
the crime scene, but does not necessarily point to his 
direct involvement with the crime

Class evidence: evidence that will not positively 
convict a suspect but will provide additional 
information that might be presented at trial

Comparison microscope: a microscope that allows 
side-by-side comparisons of two slides

Contact: the physical touching of two persons or 
a person with an object. If contact is made, trace 
evidence can be exchanged

Content: in handwriting, the spelling, phrasing, 
punctuation, and grammar of the written document

Cross-transfer: the shared exchange of something 
(hair, fibers, blood, etc.) between two people or 
objects that have come in contact with one another

Crystal: a natural formation of a chemical. This 
could be a small cube like an individual piece of 
sugar or salt

Dactyloscopy: the study of using fingerprints to 
identify someone

Deduce: to figure something out logically by 
weighing the facts involved

Dissolve: when two substances mix together to form 
one solution

DNA: material found in all living things that acts as 
a body’s biological instruction manual to develop, 
survive and reproduce

DNA testing: the process of using skin, hair, blood 
or other bodily fluids to identify patterns in a 
person’s genetic code and compare them to patterns 
found at a crime scene

Document examiners: professionals who analyze 
notes or documents associated with a crime

Enzymes: special proteins that can cut DNA into 
sections at particular spots

Fiber: a thread-like piece of material that is the 
smallest unit of a woven fabric

Fingerprint: the impressions of lines and patterns 
made by a person’s fingertip
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Forensic evidence: any physical thing that may be 
used in a criminal court to convict or clear a person

Forensic odontology: the handling, examination 
and evaluation of dental evidence

Forensic palynology: the science of analyzing  
pollen and spores to help solve criminal cases

Forensic serologist: a scientist who studies bodily 
fluids, including blood, found at crime scenes

Form: in handwriting, the shape of letters and  
their slant

Genetic code: the sequence of nucleotides in DNA

Incisors: the front, flat-edged teeth on the top and 
bottom of your jaw

Interview: a question and answer session between 
two people, used to obtain information

Laboratory: a place where evidence can be sent for 
analysis by crime scene investigators

Line quality: in handwriting, the thickness of the 
line caused by the type of writing tool and the 
pressure used while writing

Locard’s Exchange Principle: whenever two objects 
(or persons) come in contact, trace evidence will be 
exchanged between them

Loop pattern: ridges of the fingerprint that enter 
from the left or the right, re-curve and pass out the 
same side they entered, appearing somewhat like a 
rounded knob

Man-made fibers: fibers made from materials 
other than plant or animal products, such as a 
combination of chemicals. Examples include nylon, 
polyester and satin

Means: the resources to do something. Ex. A suspect 
has a boat, therefore he has the means to access the 
island where the crime occurred

Medium: in chromatography, the material through 
which the chemical and its solvent travel

Molars: teeth located behind the premolars. They are 
wide and flat for grinding food and are located on 
the top and bottom of your jaw

Motive: the inner drive, or reason, that causes a 
suspect to commit a crime. Ex. A man who feels 
angry that his neighbor is always raking leaves on 
to his property has a motive to cut down all his 
neighbor’s trees in the middle of the night

Naked eye: looking at something without assistance 
of any device like a hand lens or microscope

Natural fibers: fibers created from plant or animal 
products. Examples include cotton, linen, silk and 
wool

Non-request handwriting: an example of a person’s 
handwriting that was written before the investigation 
began 

Nucleotide: a building block of DNA 

Observation: information gathered about the 
environment using one or more of the five senses 
(sight, smell, taste, touch, hearing)

Opportunity: a combination of circumstances 
that are favorable for a purpose. Ex. freshly baked 
brownies were left on the counter when the boy 
came home from school and there was no one 
around to tell him not to eat them, so he did

Pollen: the powdery material produced by a 
seedbearing plant

Pollen print: a specific mix of microscopic pollen 
grains and spores from plants in a particular 
geographic region

Poison: a substance that can injure or kill a 
living thing

Premolars: teeth located behind the canines. They 
are wide and flat for grinding food and are located 
on the top and bottom of your jaw
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Primary transfer: the transfer of evidence directly 
from the source to another object

Questioned document: notes or written articles 
related to a crime scene where the author is 
unknown

Request handwriting: an example of a person’s 
handwriting provided as part of an investigation 
with a witness present

Rh factor: a characteristic of human blood that 
considers whether or not the Rh protein is present 
in blood. People with the Rh protein are considered 
Rh positive. People without the Rh protein are 
considered Rh negative

Ridge pattern: the wavy pattern produced by the 
cells growing on your fingertips; this ridge pattern 
causes fingerprints, which are unique to every 
person

Saliva: the liquid secreted by glands in the mouth

Secondary transfer: the transfer of evidence 
between objects where neither object was the 
original source

Solvent: a liquid into which something will dissolve

Statement: a record written by an individual that 
describes his whereabouts and actions during a 
specific period of time

Suspect: one who authorities think may have 
committed a crime

Ten Card: a form containing fingerprints of all five 
fingers from the left hand and the fingerprints of all 
five fingers from the right hand

Toxicologist: a scientist that studies substances and 
their effect on living things

Toxicology: the study of substances and their effects 
on living things

Toxin: a poisonous substance that is a specific 
product of the metabolic activities of a living 
organism

Trace evidence: any small amount of hair, skin, 
fabric or any other material that may link a suspect 
to a crime scene

Unique evidence: information or clues at a crime 
scene that can be traced to a specific person

Universal donor: a person having blood type AB 
who can accept any type of blood

Universal recipient: a person having blood type O 
who can give their blood to any other person

Whorl pattern: the ridges of the fingerprint that are 
circular and look like a bull’s-eye target




