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Hello investigators! You have done an excellent 
job collecting information relevant to the 
cookie jar mystery. So far, you have gathered 
information regarding:

• the handwriting on the crime scene note
• the type of pen used to write the crime 

scene note
• the white powder found at the scene of the 

broken cookie jar
• the black fiber found at the crime scene
• a hair sample left at the crime scene
• pollen that was left at the scene
• the bite mark from the cookie left on Mrs. 

Randall’s desk
• the blood type of the sample found on the 

broken piece of cookie jar
• a fingerprint left on the broken cookie jar
• the DNA of the person connected to the 

crime, taken from the blood sample
Now there is just one piece left of the puzzle to 
examine before you can move forward. 

During the investigation, each suspect was 
asked to sit down to provide a statement, or 
written report about his whereabouts during 
the crime. These statements can provide 
background information about each suspect 
and his/her relationship with Mrs. Randall. 
Investigators are trained to study suspect 
statements for subtle clues that the suspect is 
lying or hiding something. 

Generally, a person relaying a story will tell 
things in the order they happened. He will 
consistently use the right pronouns (I, he, 
she, we, they, them, us). He won’t give a lot 
of extra information about things that have 
nothing to do with the case, but at the same 
time, he will try not to leave anything out. 
Someone telling the truth often sticks to the 
facts. His statements will all line up with one 
another. This way of writing statements is 
called “the norm.” When investigators review 
suspect statements, they are looking for ways 

of writing that are “out of the norm.” These “out 
of the norm” ways of writing might suggest that 
the suspect is NOT telling the truth or leaving 
something out.

Investigators will study statements for 
inconsistencies and chunks of missing 
information. They will use these questionable 
pieces to prepare for an interview, or a 
question and answer session, with the suspect. 
Investigators are trained to focus on questionable 
pieces of suspect’s statement. They will often 
ask the same question in different ways. This is 
because it is hard to create, remember and retell 
the details of a lie correctly. Investigators will try 
to “trip up” the suspect, getting him to contradict 
his own story. 

During the investigation at the cookie jar crime 
scene, each of the four suspects was asked to 
provide a written statement. Today you will 
examine these statements for anything out of “the 
norm.” You will need to use the suspect’s words 
to try to imagine the scene that day. Mapping 
will help you visualize the suspect’s movements 
around the school. Does what the suspect say 
make sense?

Finally, you will need to use the information 
today to determine if each suspect has

• the means, or a way, to commit the crime 
• a motive, or reason, to commit the crime  
• an opportunity, or chance, to commit the 

crime 
Hopefully by the end of the day you have a firm 
idea of who committed the crime. However, keep 
in mind that other students at your school may 
be investigating the crime. As a professional 
forensic investigator, it is important not to share 
your thoughts about the case with others. Doing 
this might sway the opinion of other investigators 
outside of your team. In order to stay unbiased in 
the case, it is important to give each investigative 
team a chance to draw its own conclusions. Please 
do not discuss the case outside of your class! 

Lesson 11
Let’s Talk

Questioning Our Suspects
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S
Lesson 11

 Activity 1: Suspect Statements 

STONE RIDGE SCHOOL DISTRICT
Voluntary Statement

Date:________________________________________________________________

Student name(#1):__________________________________________________

Address:____________________________________________________________

Grade level:_________________________________________________________

On Thursday, I ate lunch with my friends in the cafeteria. I scarfed down my food ‘cuz 
I really wanted to go outside. I was leaving the cafeteria and ran into Coach Flynn. He 
wanted me to stay after school and practice my foul shots before the rest of the team 
came to practice. 

My last class of the day was Mrs. Randall’s. I came late because I had to stop at my 
locker and get my basketball stuff so I could go straight to the gym after class. Mrs. 
Randall said she baked cookies last night. She handed back our science test, and then 
she took out her keys and tried several before she found the right one. She unlocked 
her storage cabinet. It was hard for her to reach the top shelf, and she struggled to 
set her full cookie jar on the desk. Every student who got an “A” got a cookie from 
Mrs. Randall’s dole. That was NOT me. It totally stinks! She didn’t offer anyone else a 
cookie. She put the cookie jar back in the cabinet.  

I left Mrs. Randall’s class and went to my gym locker. I couldn’t get it open ‘cuz it gets 
jammed a lot so I carry a mini-screwdriver with me. I changed, went to the gym, and 
started practicing my shots for awhile. Ahmad came and we were shooting hoops 
when we heard the sound of something breaking. Just then three other kids came, 
and I guess I got distracted.   

I feel bad that someone broke into the classroom. I have never eaten one of Mrs. 
Randall’s cookies and I guess I never will. 
       Margaret Miller    Devon Daniels
statement transcribed by school secretary  interviewed by school principal

Student should sign on reverse once he/she has read and agreed to above contents.

EXHIBIT K
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S
Lesson 11

 Activity 1: Suspect Statements 

STONE RIDGE SCHOOL DISTRICT
Voluntary Statement

Date:________________________________________________________________

Student name(#2):__________________________________________________

Address:____________________________________________________________

Grade level:_________________________________________________________

I have Mrs. Randall’s class third period. I knew she must have baked cookies because 
we were getting back a test and the class smelled sooo good! Mrs. Randall keeps her 
cookies locked in her storage cabinet until after she gives out the tests. I always get 
an A, so I always get a cookie. Mrs. Randall asked me to lift the cookie jar from her 
shelf and put it on her desk. I like to help give out the cookies too. As long as I use 
a napkin, Mrs. Randall will let me. She even lets me put the cookie jar back in the 
cabinet and lock the lock.   

Next, I went to lunch hungry after handing out all those cookies. My mom packed 
soup, and it wasn’t enough. 

After school, I was in the library reading. I had just started the new Lemony Snicket 
book, The Grim Grotto. I wanted to find out what happened to the Baudelaire orphans. 

I was really upset third period the next day when Mrs. Randall explained that the 
cookie jar was broken and only a note was left. I would always get an “A” because I 
wanted a cookie and I like to hand them out. I hope there will be more cookies. 
 

               Margaret Miller      Devon Daniels
statement transcribed by school secretary  interviewed by school principal

Student should sign on reverse once he/she has read and agreed to above contents.

EXHIBIT L
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Lesson 11

 Activity 1: Suspect Statements 

STONE RIDGE SCHOOL DISTRICT
Voluntary Statement

Date:________________________________________________________________

Student name(#3):__________________________________________________

Address:____________________________________________________________

Grade level:_________________________________________________________

My stupid alarm didn’t go off. I skipped breakfast and made it to school. I have Mrs. 
Randall’s class first thing and I might have been five minutes late or so. I smelled the 
cookies as soon as I got in the room. It reminded me we were getting the test back. I 
didn’t want my test back. No chance of cookies. Mrs. Randall already had the cookies 
on her desk. She asked everyone who got an A to take one. Then she locked them back 
in the cabinet. 

After school I can’t really remember what I did. Oh yeah, I went to the playground. 
I was looking for a stupid silver maple tree. I needed it for my plant project. I found 
the tree but I couldn’t reach the branch. I climbed it but I still couldn’t reach. I 
remembered I had my dad’s keys so I could get in after school. He had a small Swiss 
army knife on his key chain. I took it off and climbed the tree again. Tried using it to 
cut the branch and nicked my finger but got the dumb leaf off anyway. 

I didn’t go back into school after that, why would I? Went home to get something to 
eat. That was about it. 
     
               Margaret Miller     Devon Daniels
statement transcribed by school secretary  interviewed by school principal

Student should sign on reverse once he/she has read and agreed to above contents.

EXHIBIT M
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STONE RIDGE SCHOOL DISTRICT
Voluntary Statement

Date:________________________________________________________________

Student name(#4):__________________________________________________

Address:____________________________________________________________

Grade level:_________________________________________________________

We were very rushed that morning. My mom gave us a ride to school because my 
sister didn’t set the alarm. I pretended I was in a limo and filed my nails. I like to sit in 
the back seat alone so I look like a famous movie star or something. I made my sister 
sit in the front seat. It was an ok day once I got to school. I don’t have Mrs. Randall for 
a teacher but I know about her cookies. 
I mean seriously, who doesn’t? 

After school I was waiting for my sister because she had the keys.                       
                               (#3) must have been with friends, but just couldn’t find her. I was 
in the hall seeing if she was at her locker when I heard a crashing sound in Mrs. 
Randall’s room. I peeked in the door and saw something smashed on the floor in front 
of the storage cabinet. I walked in the class and saw it was the famous cookie jar. I 
tried to pick up a piece but I cut my finger. I wished I could wave my magic wand and 
just whoosh up the glass. What was I going to do with all that glass and the cookies? 
I didn’t want the person who did this to get in trouble so I decided to leave a note. I 
admit, I tried a cookie.   

Afterwards I met up with                                  (#3) and we walked home. 
I felt bad about Mrs. Randall’s cookie jar, even though she isn’t my teacher. 
At least we said we were sorry in the note. 
 
                Margaret Miller      Devon Daniels
statement transcribed by school secretary  interviewed by school principal

Student should sign on reverse once he/she has read and agreed to above contents.

S
Lesson 11

 Activity 1: Suspect Statements 
EXHIBIT N
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Read each suspect statement carefully. Mark anything that might be out of the norm such as a change in 
pronouns, defensive language, or evasive language. 

Use the table below to help organize the information in each suspect’s statement. 

Location after 
school?

What was in 
backpack?

Is there a reason 
for possibly 
taking the 
cookies?

Anything out of 
the norm in the 

statement?

Additional 
information that 

we know from the 
statement

Suspect 1

Suspect 2

Suspect 3

Suspect 4

Activity 2: Summary of Suspect Statements

1. Based on the suspects’ statements, is there anything that stands out to you? Explain.

2. If you could interview this suspect, what questions would you ask him/her?

Lesson 11
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Lesson 11

Activity 2: Floor Plan of School 

Gym Staff Parking

Playground

Cafeteria

Main Office
Mrs. 

Randall’s 
Room

Computer Lab

Main Hall

A
rt

 1. Using each suspect’s number, mark their location at the time of the break in. 

 2. Which suspect had the easiest access to the cookie jar? Explain. 

 3. Using the suspect statements and the maps of the school and Mrs. Randall’s classroom (on the following 

page), formulate your own theory of the crime. Describe what you think happened. 
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EXHIBIT O
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Activity 2: Floor Plan of Mrs. Randall’s Classroom

Main Hall

Cookie Jar Stored Here

Location – Broken Cookie Jar
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Mrs. Randall’s Room

Storage Cupboard

EXHIBIT P

Copyright © Community Learning LLC. All rights reserved.  Student Book 44




