
Background

Hello investigators! Today you find 
yourselves at a very important 
moment. All of the evidence for the 
case of the broken cookie jar has been 
entered and analyzed. You know 
everything you can about the crime 
scene. All that you have left to do is put 
all of the pieces of the puzzle together 
and solve the mystery. Who ate Mrs. 
Randall’s cookies? 

When considering the evidence today, 
it is important for you to think about 
how valuable a piece of information 
is. As you will soon realize, some 
evidence is circumstantial, meaning 
it connects the person to the scene 
but not necessarily to the crime. For 
example, finding someone’s fingerprints 
on cookie jar means that they touched 
the cookie jar. However, it does not 
necessarily mean that they took the jar 
during the crime, broke it, and ate the 
cookies. Maybe they handled the jar on 
an earlier date.

Other evidence is easy to connect to the 
crime. For example, it is safe to assume 
the note and half-eaten cookie left on 
Mrs. Randall’s desk reveal information 
about a person directly involved in the 
crime.

Additionally, you must remember the 
difference between class evidence and 
unique evidence. While the former 
points to a group of people, the latter 
points to a specific individual. What 
pieces of class evidence do you have 

My Notes:

from the case? What pieces of unique 
evidence do you have? Which will be 
more valuable today?

The questions you have to ask yourself 
are, “What can this particular evidence 
tell us? How unique to a particular 
person is the evidence?” To solve the 
case, you have to examine all of the 
evidence and deduce, or figure out 
logically by weighing the evidence, who 
is involved.

You have collected information over the 
course of 11 days. Now you are ready to 
attempt to solve the crime by creating 
the most plausible scenario of what 
happened to the cookie jar and who 
broke it. Good luck, team!
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Lesson 12

 Activity 1: Summary of the Evidence

Use the chart below to organize your findings from the case. Put an X in the space if the suspect was 
positively connected to the piece of evidence.

1.   Consider each piece of evidence and its connection to the suspect and the crime. 
 Circle the three pieces of evidence that you think are most important. Explain your reasoning.

 

2.   Based on your findings, which suspect do you think stole Mrs. Randall’s cookies?

3.   Write a paragraph on the next page explaining how you arrived at your conclusion.

Handwriting

Ink Chromatography

Fiber Sample

Hair Sample

Pollen Sample

Bite Marks

Blood Type

Fingerprint

DNA

Suspect Statements

Means

Motive

Opportunity

Source of Evidence

Unique 
or Class 
Evidence Suspect 1 Suspect 2 Suspect 3 Suspect 4 

Comments? Questions? 
Doubts?

EXHIBIT Q




