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My Notes:

Background

Lesson 11
Suspicious 
Statements

Means, Motive, Opportunity

Dear Forensic Scientists,

As we near the end of our investigation of all the evidence in this Missing 
Money Mystery, we need to review our findings. Let’s start by looking more 
closely at the suspects themselves and their possible reasons for taking the 
geocaching canister (called a motive in the world of criminal investigation), 
their ability to commit the crime (means), and the chance that they 
were in the right place at the right time to commit a crime (opportunity). 
Investigators sometimes interview suspects and take suspect statements, 
but as the teacher of a fine, hardworking class at Markwell Elementary, I 
do not feel comfortable forcing my students to do this. Instead, I feel we 
can learn a lot about the students who may have been involved in the missing 
canister by reading their letters to me about themselves.

You should also know that I never revealed to the students the contents 
of the canister I kept on my desk. We talked about the different small 
treasures that are placed in caches: stickers, tokens, postcards, charms, and 
other items that reflect the area where the cache is found. I told no one 
that I had stored the money for our upcoming field trip in the canister. I 
had placed the PTA money in the canister as way to keep it ready to buy the 
supplies we would soon be needing. 

I look forward to learning your thoughts about the suspects.

Mr. Mugg
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Lesson 11

Directions: 
1. In the table below, write in the name of each suspect.
2. While following along, listen as the letter from the first suspect is read aloud. 
3. In pencil, underline any sentences in the letter that supply information about means, motive and 

opportunity.
4. Read aloud the questions in the table below. Ask any questions you may have about them.
5. Write responses in the table for the first suspect. Circle any positive responses to means, motive or 

opportunity.
6. Repeat steps 2 - 5 for the remaining suspects.

Activity 1: Means, Motive & Opportunity

Name:

Suspect #1 Suspect #2 Suspect #3 Suspect #4

Looking forward to the 
geocaching trip? (Motive)

Knowledgeable about 
geocaching? (Means)

Aware of that there was 
money in the geocaching 
canister? (Motive)

Rides a bicycle? (Means)

Enjoys mystery, treasure 
hunts, and secret 
languages/codes? (Means)

After-school activity? 
(Opportunity)

Is known to wear black 
clothing?

Has a brother or sister in 
the class?

Favorite subject(s) and 
activities?

Personality? (Examples: 
outgoing, shy, curious, 
adventurous, leader, 
follower, humorous . . . ?)




