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My Notes:

Background

Dear Forensic Scientists,

Wow! You were very busy these past weeks in your laboratory. Consider all 
the evidence you examined and tested: a mysterious white powder, trace 
fibers, tread prints, soil, shoe prints, a coded note, lip prints, blood/DNA and 
personal letters written by the four suspects. 

In most criminal cases, investigators would not learn about the events in 
the same order they took place. Solving a crime is more like solving a jigsaw 
puzzle. You work with one piece and try to make it fit. You may have to put 
that one down and move on to another. Eventually, all the pieces fit and 
you have finished the puzzle. This is the same way investigators work with 
evidence.

In our case, you examined the evidence in the order that I found it. Now, 
you’ll need to review all the evidence. You will use deductive reasoning and 
problem-solving to decide which evidence is more important and which is 
less important—not an easy task, but you can discuss all of this with your 
forensic partner.

You are now ready to attempt to solve the mystery by creating the most 
plausible scenarios of what happened to the geocaching canister and who 
took it. 

I look forward to hearing your final results!

Mr. Mugg

Lesson 12
Case Closed
Analyzing Evidence
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Lesson 12

Activity 1: Final Forensic Summary

Name:

Evidence Suspect #1 Suspect #2 Suspect #3 Suspect #4

White Powder
Unique     Class

Fibers
Unique     Class

Tread Pattern
Unique     Class

Soil
Unique     Class

Shoe Print
Unique     Class

Coded Note
Unique     Class

Lip Print
Unique     Class

Blood/DNA
Unique     Class

Prediction
Who did it?
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Lesson 12

Activity 2: Theory of the Crime

Directions:  Use the following questions to help establish your theory of the crime. 

Who
are the victims or suspects?  _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

What
was the crime? __________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Where
did the crime occur?  _____________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

When
did the crime occur? (Opportunity)   ________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

How
was the crime committed? (Means) _________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Why
was the crime committed? (Motive)  ________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________




