
Lesson 7

A Suitable Home for Alice?

SUSPECT #1

Is anyone in your family allergic to pet hair?
I’m	not	sure.	My	mom	and	dad	said	that	I	couldn’t	get	a	dog	because	
my little brother is allergic to mammals. I know a dog is a mammal. Is a 
guinea pig? They seem so different. 

Are you able to provide Alice with fresh water?
Yes

Do you have space in your refrigerator to store Alice’s fruits and 
vegetables?
Yes,	our	refrigerator	is	very	big.	Also,	I	don’t	like	vegetables,	so	I’m	
happy to give Alice all of the ones off of my own plate. Hopefully she 
likes broccoli a lot!

Are you willing to play with Alice twice a day over the weekend?
YES!	I	know	from	Mrs.	Hawkin’s	class	that	guinea	pigs	are	very	social	
animals.	I’m	excited	to	spend	some	time	with	Alice	if	she	can	come	
home with me. 

Are there any other animals or pets living in your home?
No,	this	is	why	I	really,	really,	really	want	Alice	to	be	able	to	come	over	
to	visit	my	house	on	the	weekend.	I’d	really	love	a	dog,	like	I	said,	but	
my mom still says no. 

Suspect # 1: Suitable Home Checklist

No	family	members	allergic	to	pet	hair

Fresh water

Able to store fresh fruits and vegetables

No	potential	guinea	pig	predators

   
Read	each	suspect’s	questionnaire	and	use	the	information	to	complete	the	
Suitable	Home	Checklist	for	each	suspect’s	home.	
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Lesson 7

SUSPECT #2       

Is anyone in your family allergic to pet hair?
No.	My	Grandpa	says	he	doesn’t	like	little	animals,	but	I	don’t	think	
that is the same thing as being allergic to them. 

Are you able to provide Alice with fresh water?
Yes

Do you have space in your refrigerator to store Alice’s fruits and 
vegetables?
Yes! I love apples and green peas. We have lots of them at my house. I 
can’t	wait	to	see	if	Alice	loves	them	too.	

Are you willing to play with Alice twice a day over the weekend?
I’ll	be	really	good	about	playing	with	Alice.	Especially	if	it’ll	show	my	big	
sister	that	I’m	good	at	taking	care	of	pets.	She	doesn’t	think	that	I	am	
old enough to do a good job. 

Are there any other animals or pets living in your home?
My	sister	has	a	pet	snake,	but	she	won’t	let	me	ever	help	out	with	it.	
It’s	not	fair!	I’d	like	Alice	to	be	my	pet	over	the	weekend.

Suspect # 2: Suitable Home Checklist

No	family	members	allergic	to	pet	hair

Fresh water

Able to store fresh fruits and vegetables

No	potential	guinea	pig	predators
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Lesson 7

SUSPECT #3       

Is anyone in your family allergic to pet hair?
No	one.

Are you able to provide Alice with fresh water?
Yes!	I	will	take	the	best	care	of	Alice	ever.	I	love	her	so	much.	I’ll	run	
and	get	water	for	her	every	hour,	if	I	need	to.

Do you have space in your refrigerator to store Alice’s fruits and 
vegetables?
I can clear off a whole shelf in my refrigerator for Alice. She can 
share my salad and cucumbers. 

Are you willing to play with Alice twice a day over the weekend?
Yes,	yes,	yes!	I	want	to	play	with	Alice	all	the	time.	In	fact,	I	wish	she	
were mine so that I could always play with her.

Are there any other animals or pets living in your home?
No,	but	my	neighbor	has	a	pet	guinea	pig	of	her	own.	We	could	have	
guinea pig play dates!

Suspect # 3 : Suitable Home Checklist

No	family	members	allergic	to	pet	hair

Fresh water

Able to store fresh fruits and vegetables

No	potential	guinea	pig	predators
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SUSPECT #4      

Is anyone in your family allergic to pet hair?
No,	we	are	really	lucky!	I	already	have	a	guinea	pig	at	home	and	it	
doesn’t	bother	anyone.	

Are you able to provide Alice with fresh water?
Yes,	that	will	be	easy.	My	house	is	already	set	up	with	an	enclosure	for	
my guinea pig. Alice can just share with him. 

Do you have space in your refrigerator to store Alice’s fruits and 
vegetables?
Since	I	already	have	my	own	guinea	pig	in	my	room,	I	keep	a	small	
refrigerator in there. The only thing in that refrigerator is fruits and 
veggies for my pet. Alice will have lots to eat!

Are you willing to play with Alice twice a day over the weekend?
Yes. Did you know guinea pigs are very social? Alice can hang out with 
me and my guinea pig. We will all keep each other company.

Are there any other animals or pets living in your home?
Yes,	my	own	pet	guinea	pig	who	is	very	friendly…maybe	just	a	little	
lonely.	We’d	love	another	guinea	pig	to	play	with.

Suspect # 4  : Suitable Home Checklist

No	family	members	allergic	to	pet	hair

Fresh water

Able to store fresh fruits and vegetables

No	potential	guinea	pig	predators
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Lesson 7

notes and drawings
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Lesson 7

Suspect Suitable Home  
for Alice

1

2

3

4

Who Dunnit?

   
Place	an	X	in	the	Suitable	Home	for	Alice	column	if	you	feel	the	suspect’s	
home is a perfect place for Alice to visit. Leave the column blank if the 
suspect’s	home	is	not	good	for	Alice.


