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Person of Interest (POI) Script

Person of Interest Script, Lesson 1

Enter the classroom at the designated time. Before entering open the air 

freshener, smear red paint on your palms (provided) and then hold the air 

freshener in your hand. The following is a loose script:

 

“Hello guys! I’m Mr. Percellus (or use another name).” Scuffle your feet 

as if wiping them on a doormat and wave your hands around a bit. Next, 

discuss the weather with the teacher, tapping your foot and waving your 

hands while talking. Finally, proclaim, “My hands are filthy! Hold them 

up to reveal red paint before noisily washing in the classroom sink. In-

stead of drying your hands, shake them dry, spraying as many students as 

possible in the process. Say, “Goodbye everyone!” and then leave noisily.
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Scaled Dogs, Lesson2
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Crime Scene Sketch (hand-drawn), Lesson 2
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Crime Scene Sketch (computer-generated), Lesson 2

Crime Scene Sketch (computer-generated)
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Mrs. Hawkins’s Letter, Lesson 2

A. Hawkins
Cavia Elementary
126 7th Avenue
Schenectady, NY 12308

Dear Students,

I’m so happy that you are on the case! I know that with your help we will bring 
Alice home in no time.

You are my team of investigators, and it’s very important that you know exactly 
what the crime scene looked like. Since you weren’t able to come and visit my 
classroom, I’ve sent over a sketch of the crime scene. This sketch is drawn to scale.

Please study it carefully! Go through and find the exact location of all of the 
evidence I’ve mentioned to you. Mark each piece of evidence in the sketch with 
a number to highlight its location.

 I will be sending over the pieces of evidence as soon as I can! Until then, please 
study this sketch. This is important! We are getting closer to finding Alice. 

Thank you! 

Mrs. Hawkins 
Elementary Science



Alice

Photo of Alice, Lesson 3



Composite Sketch

Composite Sketch Example, Lesson 3
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Suspect Photos, Lesson 4 & 9
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Mrs. Hawkins’s Letter, Lesson 4

A. Hawkins
Cavia Elementary
126 7th Avenue
Schenectady, NY 12308

Dear Students,

On the day Alice went missing, I wrapped up my last science class at 2:15 pm. Then I walked to the  
cafeteria to get a snack. When I came back to the room at 2:35pm Alice was gone! That means in the 
short time after school got out someone took our guinea pig.

I’ve been doing some reading, and I know that the first step is to figure out if someone took Alice, and  
if so who. I’ve narrowed it down to a few suspects, or people I think may be guilty.

At first thought, it seemed that anyone in the school could have taken Alice! Everyone was out of class 
and moving around as students made their way to buses, carpool lines and after school activities. It felt 
impossible to narrow down the search to a few suspects.

However, when I started listening closely to what the students were saying, I realized that four students 
were not where they were supposed to be at the time Alice was taken. In fact, all four of these students 
were completely alone for about 20 minutes after school. In other words, they have no way to prove that 
their claim of being somewhere else, or their alibi, is true! Sure, they all say that they were somewhere 
else — but without any proof, how can we be sure?

I’ve gathered all of the information I could about the four students without proven alibis. Right now 
they are my main suspects.

Here is where I need your help! Could you analyze or study the information and alibi of each student? 
We need to know where everyone was before, during and after the crime. We also need to know the 
order, or sequence, of all of their movements. It’s very important that we consider how each person may 
have taken Alice and why.

Before we can prove any of the suspects guilty of the crime we have to look at each suspect’s means (the 
ability to commit the crime), motive (a reason to commit the crime) and opportunity (whether the sus-
pect had a chance to commit the crime). These are the three parts of a crime that must be considered.

Thank you, forensics team! We’re moving closer to our Alice. 

Mrs. Hawkins 
Elementary Science
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Cavia Elementary School Map

School Map, Lesson 5
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Mrs. Hawkins’s Letter, Lesson 7

A. Hawkins
Cavia Elementary
126 7th Avenue
Schenectady, NY 12308

Dear Forensic Scientists,

As you know, the students at Cavia Elementary spend time in my classroom studying Alice. They 
observe her behaviors to learn more about what guinea pigs need to survive. Students are responsible 
for feeding her, keeping her bottle full of fresh water, making sure she has something to chew on and 
changing out her newspaper bedding. Students are even able to take Alice home on the weekends, if 
they fill out a questionnaire showing their house is suitable and get a permission slip signed by their 
parent/guardian. Part of the reason my students miss her so much is that she has become so much a 
part of their daily routine!

This got me thinking...when trying to solve a crime it is just as important to know about the missing 
person, in this case Alice, as it is to know about potential suspects. Do you know much about guinea 
pigs? Specifically it is important to know:

	 •	what	kind	of	animal	a	guinea	pig	is

	 •	the	diet	of	a	guinea	pig,	or	what	it	eats

	 •		the	habitat	of	a	guinea	pig,	or	where	it	lives

	 •		any	potential	predators,	or	animals	that	might	want	to	eat	a	guinea	pig

	 •		the	difference	between	domestic	and	wild	animals,	and	their	ability	to	survive	without	help

There are lots of places that you can go to learn more about guinea pigs: zoo websites, books, the pet 
store. I’m thinking that if you know more about Alice, then you will better be able to figure out where 
she is right now! 

Come to think of it, I’ll send along the completed questionnaires that each of the suspects completed at 
the beginning of the year. Maybe there is something in there that could be helpful. 

We must investigate all avenues! 

Mrs. Hawkins 
Elementary Science



A. Hawkins
Cavia Elementary
126 7th Avenue
Schenectady, NY 12308

Dear Students,

Do you remember seeing the orange paint smudges I found in my classroom the day Alice was taken? 
I did some investigating and found out that all four of our suspects were near or working with paint 
that fateful afternoon! Unfortunately, none of them were working with orange paint. Still, I feel that the 
paint could help us figure out where Alice is…so we need to study it further. Here is what I know:

Suspect #1’s class had been working on posters for the school’s food drive. That very morning Suspect 
#1 finished a beautiful poster using red and blue paint.

Suspect #2’s gym class was playing on the soccer field the day Alice was taken. The school rock is right 
next to the soccer field. The rock was freshly painted that afternoon with the school colors — red, blue 
and yellow

Suspect #3 has been working on a model of the solar system for her science project. In her desk at 
school, we found yellow and red poster paint. She used the paint to decorate her model of Jupiter. 

Suspect #4 was in art class right before Alice disappeared! The painting he claimed to be working on 
that afternoon is of a field of yellow wildflowers in a blue vase.

None of these paint colors points to our suspects. But perhaps we could test the paint colors together? 
I leave it to you, my forensics team! However, please remember that it is important to follow an exact 
procedure and record your results. That is the only way that others will be able to recreate your experi-
ment later to verify the results! 

Mrs. Hawkins 
Elementary Science
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Mrs. Hawkins’s Letter, Lesson 10

A. Hawkins
Cavia Elementary
126 7th Avenue
Schenectady, NY 12308

Dear Students, 

How can I ever thank you? Our dear Alice is home safely, and without a scratch. This is exactly what Cavia Ele-
mentary and I have been hoping for. You are some all-star investigators, that’s for sure! 

After getting a call from your instructor, I invited [Suspect #3’s name here] in for a meeting. She was so terrified. 
Shaking from head to toe! I just mentioned Alice’s name once, and she broke into tears and confessed it all. 

Here is what happened: [Suspect #3] thought that it was her weekend to take Alice home. When she came into 
my classroom after school, she thought I had already gone home for the weekend. She panicked, thinking that 
Alice would be left alone all weekend if she didn’t take her home. 

It wasn’t terribly easy, of course, hence the mess she left behind in the classroom. After dashing into the class-
room and finding I wasn’t there, she panicked! She ran to the back of the classroom holding that bulky solar 
system project and bumped right into my skeleton model, knocking it down. The paint on Jupiter was still wet 
and it smeared orange paint smudges on the tables and chairs as [Suspect #3’s name here] made her way to the 
back of the room.

When she got to Alice’s enclosure she remembered it was locked. There was no way to open it without a key! For-
tunately, our kind janitor Mr. Johnston just happened to walk by. [Suspect #3’s name here] knew he had a master 
set of keys for the whole school. Sure enough, he was happy to help her unlock Alice’s enclosure that afternoon. 
I think that if we took a shoe print from Mr. Johnston, we’d see that his shoe print matches the muddy partial 
print left behind in the classroom that day. And that funny lemon smell? Well that was from the special cleaner 
he uses! He spilled it on the floor by mistake when he unlocked Alice’s cage and he opened the window to air out 
the scent.

Well, once the whole hulabaloo about Alice going “missing” hit the news, [Suspect #3’s name here] was terrified! 
She hadn’t stolen Alice. She was just trying to take care of her as she had promised. But [Suspect #3’s name here] 
was so scared that she didn’t tell anyone what happened. Oh, I wish she would have! 

Instead she hid Alice at her home, hoping that all of the attention would die down and that everyone would for-
get. But that didn’t happen, did it? Instead your outstanding forensic skills led us to [Suspect #3]. 

What a big misunderstanding! Of course, no one is mad at [Suspect #3’s name here]. She took superb care of 
Alice while she had her. And now she knows that telling the truth is always the best way to go. What heartache 
would have been saved if she had just done it sooner!

Oh, thank you, thank you, thank you! My heart can rest easy again. In gratitude, please accept these guinea pig 
stickers. Just a small way to remember how your hard work helped to bring our sweet Alice home. 

 

Mrs. Hawkins 
Elementary Science
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